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Dear Parents:: 

  

Camp Kingswood has been quite eventful for the children. They have enjoyed 

magic shows, scavenger hunts, arts and crafts, dance parties every Wednesday, 

cooking classes on Thursdays  and water day on Fridays. Our VPK students have   

shown  great progress in reading, writing and mathematics. The teachers will be 

administering an assessment at the end of the eight week program to measure 

their growth. A big thank you to the parents that have helped us set up the 

activities. 
 

During the first week in August we are hosting òFace Week.ó  This is a perfect 

opportunity for your child to meet their teacher and become familiar with their 

classroom. We encourage all to attend. We have a team of professional educators 

that are excited about meeting the families and their students. This year our 

mission is clear: accountability for the learning process and direct lines of 

communication with our families.  I will be sending an email with the dates and 

times  in the coming weeks. 

Included in this newsletter are policies of significance, particularly for the start of a 

new school year. You will also find enclosed a calendar of events and a Student 

Release Form to be filled out and returned prior to the first day of school. We will 

need the immunization and Health Forms updated for every student as well.  
 

I also wanted to take this opportunity to personally thank the families that have 

supported  and trusted our mission for Kingswood. I am honored that you have 

chosen Kingswood  to be the school that provides your child a safe and nurturing 

environment that is conducive to learning. To my new families I would like to 

extend a warm welcome and we look forward to forming a strong bond with you 

during the upcoming year.  

We look forward to seeing you at the Open House on August 27, from 9 ñ11 AM. 

 

Sincerely, 

Maday Rodriguez 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

F r o m  t h e  d e s k  o f  t h e  d i r e c t o r  

 The Kingswood Corner  

Please return the enclosed Student Release Form during, or before, 

Open House on August 27th.          

 

 

 

School uniforms are available for 

purchase at Creative Threads is lo-

cated at 505 North Krome Avenue. 

Please note that this is a new ad-

dress. .  

 

Preschool students are to wear the 

green t-shirts. Kindergarten students 

may wear t-shirts or green golf-style 

shirts. Elementary students wear 

only golf -style shirts and may choose 

from green, burgundy and white. 

Every elementary student must have 

at least one green uniform shirt for 

class pictures and fieldtrips.  

 

Creative Threads will send a repre-

sentative to Kingswood during the 

open house on August 27 to sell 

uniform shirts and take orders, if 

necessary. 

 

Remember, there is a limited supply 

of shirts in stock with the previous 

design. They are deeply discounted 

and are available on a first come, first 

served basis. 

 

Call Creative Threads at  

305-246-8688 



 

      HEALTH AND IMMUNIZATION 

FORMS 

Early August is the perfect time to plan for doctor 

visits to update health and immunization records.  As 

the new school year approaches, it may be difficult to 

schedule appointments at pediatrician offices. All 

children must have on file a current DH-680 and DH-

3040  (the blue and yellow forms) in order to attend 

classes. 

Arrival & Dismissal Times 

 

Elementary Classes  

Arrival      7:50ñ8:00 

Dismissal         2:45 ð3:00 

 

Preschool & Escuela 

Arrival      8:00ñ8:30 

1/2 day Dismissal   11:50ñ12:00 

Afternoon Dismissal 2:30ñ2:45 

 

Toddler  

Arrival      8:00ñ8:30 

1/2 day Dismissal  1 11:15ñ11:30 

Afternoon Dismissal    2:30ñ2:45 

Morning Arrival Procedures 

Please drive around the circle, staying to the right, and remain in your 
vehicle until a staff member comes out to you.  Please do not allow chil-
dren out of your vehicle before reaching a staff member waiting to greet 
you.  If you need to get out of your vehicle, please park in the paved 

spaces provided. 

We understand that children may want their parents to walk them to class 
the first few days. If this is necessary, please say good-bye at the door and 
try not to linger.  We understand that this may be difficult at first, but it will 
make your childõs transition easier.  We encourage you to drop off your 
child and allow a teacher to escort him/her to class.  A quick good -bye is 

less difficult for your child and does not interrupt the flow of traffic.  

We are making a special effort to cut down on tardiness.  Regardless of 

age, being late is very disruptive for your child and to the rest of the class. 

When arriving late please park your vehicle in the paved spaces and walk 

your child to the office.  

Dismissal Procedures 

Students are dismissed from the playground or from the classrooms, if it is 

raining.  Please remain in your vehicle when you pick up your child and 

wait for a teacher to bring your child to you.  If you must park, please use 

the paved parking spaces.  Please remember that the staff are in the 

playground to take care of your children ñthey have been instructed not 

to engage in conversation.  The playground is the most likely place for 

accidents to occur, so teachers need to  concentrate on the children at all 

times.  Should you need to speak to a teacher, please call the office or 

write a note to make an appointment.  Teachers are not available to talk at 

arrival or dismissal times.  We want our school to  be as safe as possible 

and appreciate  your cooperation. Traffic may back up occasionally during 

dismissal.  You should expect up to a 5 minute delay and plan accordingly. 

Please be prepared to show identification in the event that a substitute 

teacher is responsible for dismissing your child. If you pick up early, please 

pass by the office, and we will pick up  your child from class,. 
Hurricane Procedures 

Kingswood will follow the recommendations of the Miami -

Dade Office of Emergency Management for closing school 

in the event of a hurricane threat.  Once a threat has passed, 

Kingswood will open as soon as it is safe to do so. 

School closings and openings will be reported to the local 

news stations: Channel 4, Channel 6, Channel 7 and 

Channel 10.  

As in the past, Kingswood will re-open as soon as possible ñ 

not necessarily at the same time public schools re-open.  

Telephones,   both cellular  and land  lines, are usually  

impacted for days following a hurricane making them an 

unreliable mode of communication.  If possible, drive by the 

school to see posted notices on the office door. 

If school re-opens under generator power, we will close at 

noon each day until full power is restored.  Regular arrival 

times will continue.  Kingswood currently has generators 

capable of powering lights, fans, computers and pumps for 

water, but not for air conditioning.  Children should be 

dressed in light, comfortable clothing.  One classroom will 

be air conditioned in the afternoon to accommodate those 

families in  need of care until 3:00 PM.  There will be a 

maximum of 20 students permitted to stay for the 

afternoons.  The space will be assigned based on the order 

in which the request is received.  Requests should be made 

in the office each morning at arrival.  After school programs 

will be cancelled until full power is restored.  

Should a hurricane strike result in structural damage to the 

school buildings, opening would be delayed until such time 

as the proper officials deem the structures safe for operation. 

Book Mobile 

The Miami-Dade Public Library System will be providing services to Kingswood 

through regularly scheduled Book Mobile visits. Each class should have the 

opportunity to utilize the mobile library once a month. Children in Kindergarten 

through elementary will participate in these visits.  

We would like to have a library card remain at school at all times. The librarian 

suggested that you leave the business card-size one with the school and keep the 

key chain card for home. If you do not yet have a library card, your child will have 

an application after the first visit which you may fill out and return to the school.  

Please explain to your child the responsibility of handling checked out books 

carefully and returning them on time. Books may be returned on any Wednesday, 

whether on not it is your childõs day to visit. 

Study Hall/Extended Care 

PreschoolñChildren remaining after dismissal are logged in for extended care.  

Parents have the option of choosing from three monthly programs: Pick up before 

3:30pm $30 month/. Pick up between 3:30pm -4:30pm $60 month. Pickup between 

4:30-5:30 pm $90/month.  

ElementaryñChildren remaining after dismissal are logged in for study hall.  Study 

Hall is from 3pm-3:30pm for Lower Elementary and 3:00-4:00 pm for Upper Ele-

mentary. Study Hall fee schedule is the same as extended care. Children remaining 

after study hall are logged in for extended care. 

Payments for Study Hall/Extended care are due the 1st of the month. 



Healthy Living 

We would like to emphasize a healthy lifestyle by promoting 

exercise and good nutrition. We will continue with the 

òPresidential Fitness Programó for PE, our students are only 

given water as a beverage of choice at school. We will  

encourage healthy diet by growing our own vegetables and 

fruits and exploring new recipes.  We welcome your ideas 

for healthy snacks. 

We ask that you continue doing your part by honoring our 

wishes to keep òjunk foodó to a minimum. Kids can get very 

excited about healthy snacks and deserts when presented 

properly. We appreciate the share-snacks that you send in 

but request that you please avoid  pre-packaged sweets.  

Volunteers 

There are many opportunities to volunteer and be a part of your child's school. We 

have needs that range from helping children with care of the farm animals, to 

gardening, to reading one -on-one, to help with event preparation and book fair 

coordination. There is never a shortage of opportunities; just let your childõs teacher 

and/or Mr. Cathy know your interests and availability.  

Kingswood is a richer environment because of the support we receive from parents 

and we value the help tremendously.  Please make sure all ideas are discussed and 

coordinated with the classroom teacher beforehand. Again, your support is needed 

but it must be coordinated for a time/date that is most beneficial to the class and 

you.. To volunteer you must  turn in a local background check letter from your local 

police department .  

Our Blog 

The Kingswood Blog is a wonderful way for our staff and families 

to stay connected, and for our students to post their thoughts, 

pictures and work for all to enjoy. We will update it weekly with all 

the happenings at the school, please make sure to check it out. 

Communication  

Communication between home and school is vital for a successful partnership. We 

are making every effort to keep you informed of all activities, events and 

requirements pertaining to your childõs class and school, generally. However, we 

also feel a responsibility to cut back on unnecessary waste and will start our efforts 

by eliminating the duplication of newsletter delivery.  

If we do not have your email address on file, we will continue to provide a printed 

newsletter for your family. We will also continue to offer printed newsletters at your 

request. The newsletter is always available on the schoolõs website: 

www.kingswoodmontessori.com.  

The preschool classes prepare monthly calendars to keep parents informed of class 

related activities. Elementary classes use several forms of communication including 

daily work records and work journals to keep parents informed. Notices and 

reminders are sent home for nearly every occasion in addition to being emailed and 

posted on the white board in the driveway.  

If email is not your preferred mode of delivery, please contact the office to request a 

paper copy. 305-248-2308. 

 

NEWSLETTERS WILL BE SENT ONLY VIA EMAIL UNLESS SPECIFICALLY 

REQUESTED IN HARD COPY. 

Meet The  Lead Teachers: 

Toddler: Ms. Olga Leonð Child Development Associates from 

Miami Dade College, AMS Montessori trained, has taught in 

Montessori schools for 18 years , 6 years experience as 

Toddler teacher. Speaks English and Spanish 

PS Ið Ms. Arianna Siotto/Ms. Leigann Santiago 

Ms. Ariannað BS in Business Administration from Berkley 

College, AS in Psychology from Miami Dade, Montessori 

Diploma ages 3-6 from United Montessori Association. 

Speaks Italian, English and Spanish 

Ms. Leighann- Child Development Associates from Miami 

Dade Community College.  Ms. Santiago attends MDCC and 

is expected to earn her AS in Child Development  12/2010. 

PS IIð Ms. Erika Krevað AMS Montessori diploma ages 3-6 

from MTTI.  Director's Credential certificate . Ms. Erika  

attends MDCC and is expected to earn her AS in Early 

Childhood 12/2010. Ms. Erika speaks English, Spanish and 

Portuguese 

Escuelað Ms. Janet  Delgado-  AMS Montessori diploma ages 

3-6 from MTTI. AS in Elementary Art from MDCC, and AS in 

Early Childhood also from MDCC. Ms. Janet is currently 

enrolled at  FIU pursuing her Bachelorõs in Early Childhood 

Education. Ms. Janet speaks English and Spanish 

Lower  Elementaryð Ms. Julie Ayalað MS in Elementary 

Education Learning Disabilities from University of Charleston 

South Carolina. BS in Financial Planning from Purdue 

University. AMS certificate from MEIPN in Seattle 

Washington for ages 6-9 years. Trained in Lindamood Bell/

Trained  in The Hill Center multisensory, structured language 

methodology  

Upper Elementaryð Ms. Ivonne Anjumð BS Elementary 

Education With ESOL minor from FIU. Concentration in ESE  

and Montessori trained. . 

                                       Camp Kingswood  Photos  
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Dates of Interest 2010-2011 

 

August: 

2-6- Face week- Meet your Teachers 

24-26 Teacher Work Day 

27- Open House 

30- First Day of School 

30- First Trimester 

  

September: 

6- Labor Day - Closed 

14- Elementary Parent's Night 

15- Preschool I & II Parent's Night 

16- Escuela & Toddler Parent's Night 

  

October: 

5- Healthy Awareness Jeans Day 

11- Columbus Day - Closed 

15- Fall Family Event 

19-21- Speech and Hearing Screening 

  

November: 

4- Individual/Sibling Picture Day 

11- Veterans Day - Closed / Teacher Work Day 

15-19- Conferences 

25-26- Thanksgiving Break - Closed 

29- Second Trimester 

  

December: 

6-10- Book Fair 

17- Winter Fest 

20-31- Winter Recess - Closed 

  

 

January: 

3- School Resumes 

17- Martin Luther King Day - Closed 

25- Elementary Demonstration Night  

26- Preschool Demonstration Night  

28- Rodeo Day on campus 

31- Re-Enrollment open  

  

February: 

18- International Day  

21- Presidents' Day - Closed / Teachers' Work Day 

28- Conferences 

  

March: 

1-4- Conferences 

7- Third Trimester 

11- Pajama Day 

14-18- Spring Break - Closed 

25- Science Fair & Art Show 

  

April: 

15- Poetry Recital 

25-29- SAT's (Lower & Upper Elementary) 

26-29- SAT's (Kindergarten) 

  

May: 

6- Kindergarten Tea 

12- Field Day 

16-20- Conferences 

26- Last Day of School 

30- Memorial Day 

31-1- Teachers' Work Day 

  

June: 

13- First Day of Summer Camp and VPK 


